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A Great White Elephant
Every so often, the Right fan­
tasises about the consequences for 
Australia if the dreaded Greens 
were around forty years ago when 
the Snowy Mountains Scheme was 
being built.
In Decem ber's Quadrant the 
cudgels were taken up again: "Had 
environm entalism  been as 
vociferous and influential then as it 
is now, the scheme would never 
have got off the ground," opines the 
author of Commentary, presumab­
ly Quadrant's temporary editor 
Peter Coleman.
Imagine the picture, he said: a 
heritage listing would have been is­
sued to stop die Eucumbene Dam; 
the farmers of Jindabyne would 
have mobilised to stop their town 
sinking beneath the water. (God 
knows, an environmental impact 
statem ent would have been 
demanded!)
Quadrant takes as self-evident 
that the Snowy Mountains Scheme 
is Good and Great. Yet, a little prob­
ing would have revealed it to be the 
Great White Elephant it is.
The dream was "to turn the rivers 
back into the dry inland" - and, like 
so many Man-conquers-Nature ef­
forts, has been a disaster. The irriga­
tion schemes it supplied have led to 
saltpoisoningmuchof theMurrum- 
bidgee Irrigation Area.
And for the free-marketeers there 
is added insult. No farmer ever paid 
for even a fraction of the cost of
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irrigation water. Then there was the 
dream of cheap, clean hydro-electric 
power.
A dream indeed. These days the 
Snowy is merely a puny reserve 
power supply for the massive coal- 
fired plants which provide over 90% 
of NSW's power. The price has been 
the despoilation of a truly unique 
sub-alpine area. Roads and trans­
mission lines criss-cross the high 
plains. Dams and tunnels provide 
an intricate marvel of engineering, 
built at a cost of some 300 lives and 
billions of dollars for a small percent 
of electric power needs and an 
ecologically damaging water con­
trol system.
Quadrant's punchline? "Judging 
by the treatment being accorded the 
Very Fast Train project, the third 
runway at Mascot or mining in 
Coronation Hill, it is a safe bet that 
no such scheme as the Snowy now 
stands a chance in Australia until 
the sane majority of Australians put 
the greenies in their place."
Eric still hates Jews
Eric Butler's League of Rights is 
often thought of as a rather quaint 
far Right group of Empire loyalists, 
a kind of British lion with its fangs 
drawn.
No so. The League is active and 
virulent as ever, largely in the bush, 
so perhaps the perception displays 
urban bias. The League has always 
stoutly denied its anti-semitism and 
usually keeps it under wraps. But 
occasionally it slips out. In their 
newsletter On Target (February 9) 
the following is printed under the 
heading 'War Crime Trial Obscene':
"An old man of Polish back­
ground, who has lived a quiet and 
law-abiding life all the years he has 
been in Australia, is being charged 
with crimes, not against 
A ustralians, but against Jews, 
which allegedly took place in 
another part of the world nearly 
fifty years ago. It is symbolic of the 
state of the nation when the an­
nouncement of Australia's first war 
crime trial came on Australia Day. 
Australia Day commemorates the 
birth of a new nation of British 
origins. Those Zionist Jews and
others who have called for War 
Crimes Trials have demonstrated 
their rejection of the Christian foun­
dations of the British judicial sys­
tem. The "justice" they talk about is 
the same type of justice which 
Shakespeare's Shylock called for."
The bosses' junket 
machine
For years there have been 
rumours about the Harvard trade 
union program and the various 
figures who have attended it  Not 
surprisingly, considering the incan­
descent intellects it has attracted. 
These include former NSW Premier 
Barrie Unsworth; Vehicle Builders 
Union secretary Joe Thompson, 
MLC; and former secretary of the 
NSW Labor Council, John MacBean.
For at least a decade, the 
'Australian Trade Union Program at 
Harvard Foundation' has long been 
a source of junkets for the NSW 
Labor Right The source of the lar­
gesse includes some of the top com­
panies in Australia - many of them 
American-based multinationals.
A recent pamphlet by the Foun­
dation (aimed at the business com­
munity) lists some of the corporate 
sponsors, including: Amatil, Wool- 
worths, Bond Brewing, TNT, Mac­
quarie Bank, Caltex, Esso, James 
Hardie and Westpac.
NCC takes its ball home
Further to Loose Cannon's report 
of the Left successes in Victorian 
unions, Newsweekly offers the fol­
lowing fascinating insight into 
power-games on the Right in Vic­
toria.
"In a small way, there is a lesson 
in the total defeat of Centre Unity 
forces. Some of their leaders have 
made it clear that the NCC was not 
wanted as a force in Victorian 
unionism.
"Centre Unity could do the job 
better. For the NCC to be active 
would split both the effort and the 
vote. So,in Victoria,it has abstained. 
Result - Centre Unity thrashed 
everywhere. That policy, at least, 
has no future and changes will be 
necessary."
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